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Critical Animal Welfare Issues

Pet Hoarding

Pet hoarding is a pathological behaviour that involves a compulsive need to obtain and control animals.  This is often coupled with a failure to recognize their suffering. Hoarders will not give up their animals to shelters, because they fear they may be euthanized. Pet hoarders, by definition, fail to provide the animals with adequate food, water, sanitation, and veterinary care, and are in denial about their inability to provide adequate care.  The presence of so many animals is dangerous both for the animals and the hoarders with the potential exposure to parasites and disease. Severe neglect is often associated with hoarding.

Dog & Cat Mills

Mills are high-volume, sub-standard breeding operations, which sell purebred or mixed-breed animals, to unsuspecting buyers. Puppy mills and kitten mills are a concern because of the mass numbers of animals involved and the degree of cruelty that these animals are subjected to through filthy living conditions, malnutrition, mass breeding and lack of veterinary care. Mills are not reputable breeders.  They are profit driven, clandestine operations that are not concerned with the welfare of the animals.  Many mills are located in remote, rural areas, where their activities can be more easily hidden. Mill operators manipulate an unknowing public who think that they are buying animals from reputable breeders.  

Pet Stores, Flea Markets & Retailers

There are numerous pet stores throughout Ontario that make a significant and positive contribution to the animals and pet owners within their municipality. Sadly, there are a large number of disreputable pet stores, flea markets and other pet retailers whose practices have a negative impact on the animals, their community and even other municipalities. Problems with substandard facilities occur as a result of cheap animal suppliers (such as dog or cat mills) and substandard conditions of care, resulting in illness.  

Dog Fighting

The injuries inflicted and sustained by animals participating in dog fights or cock fights are frequently severe, even fatal. Animals who survive a fight often die of blood loss, shock, dehydration, exhaustion or infection, hours, or even days after the fight. Other animals are often sacrificed, including smaller animals such as cats, rabbits or small dogs (often stolen) and used for bait during training. The typical cases involve terrible conditions for the animals, disregarding their social, behavioural, physical and psychological needs. These animals are often medicated with steroids or other substances designed to alter behaviour and increase aggression. These activities are often well hidden, characterized as underground, taking place in remote areas, such as farms.  In more suburban environments, they may take place in parks or underground parking garages. These events are also associated with gambling and narcotics.

Illegal Slaughter

It is suspected that there are many of illegal slaughter operations in Ontario, presenting a serious animal welfare issue. Crude implements are being used to kill animals in extremely unsanitary conditions. It is an organized commercial crime meeting a demand for cheap meat. 

Humane Transportation

Among problem areas in the transportation of animals are the transport of "compromised" (sick or injured) animals and inadequate enforcement of the regulations. Contraventions of the federal Health of Animals Act regulations pertaining to the transportation of animals are common.

Exotic Pets

Exotic pets are often purchased on impulse, with little knowledge or consideration regarding their environmental, behavioural, physiological and psychological needs, resulting in their improper care or neglect. 

Farm Animal Neglect

The majority of farmers in Ontario are legitimate, responsible and truly concerned for the health and welfare of their animals. Close inspection of some of commercial and hobby farms has revealed animals condemned to a life of suffering and neglect. Common signs of neglect include: Rotted, cracked, infected or overgrown hoofs; emaciation, muscle wasting and visible ribs, backbone and shoulder blades; hair loss, dull or brittle hair coat, raw skin or itchiness; coughing, wheezing or discharge from the eyes or nose; dehydration; and heatstroke, sunburn or frostbitten limbs and appendages.  

Wildlife

Wildlife cruelty involves inappropriate killing or inhumane and/or illegal trapping. Traps sometimes catch non-targeted species, such as dogs and cats, and if infrequently checked, can cause both targeted and non-targeted victims to suffer immensely - and in many cases slowly die - from thirst, starvation, hypothermia, vulnerability to predators, and/or self mutilations in their frantic efforts to escape. 

Backyard Breeding

Backyard breeding is unplanned or purposeful breeding. Breeding is pursued usually by inexperienced practitioners who may be profit driven.  The animals involved are generally not tested for health or genetic problems, and typically there is no thought to where the animals will go. They are the single greatest cause of pet overpopulation. 

Spay / Neuter – Unaltered Pets

Each year, a staggering number of animals in Ontario become homeless. The consequences are tragic. Tens of thousands of dogs and cats end up on the street or in shelters.  Many more become neglected and abused. Even placing puppies and kittens in loving homes is challenging. Spaying and neutering are safe and routine procedures and can significantly reduce health risks.
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