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Ontario SPCA Backgrounder

Organizational Profile

· The Ontario SPCA is a non-profit, registered charitable organization dedicated to the protection and welfare of animals since 1873.

· The Ontario SPCA investigates incidents of animal cruelty across the province and has Branch and Affiliated Societies operating in over 50 communities.

· The Ontario SPCA provides education, investigation and enforcement, animal care, adoption services and shelter to tens of thousands of animals every year.

· The Ontario SPCA is seen as the recognized authority on animal welfare issues, making a measurable difference for animals.
· The Ontario SPCA investigates approximately 15,000 allegations of animal cruelty each year.  Nearly 1,400 cases involve farm animals.
· The Ontario SPCA’s conviction rate is 80-90%.

· Annually, the Society issues more than 2000 orders to relieve animals from distress.  In other provinces, these orders would directly result in charges.  In Ontario, less than ¼ of these orders result in charges under the current legislation.

· The object of the Society is to facilitate and provide for the prevention of cruelty to animals and their protection and relief therefrom – Ontario SPCA Act

Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals - Protecting animals since 1873, the Ontario SPCA is a registered charity comprised of over 50 Branches and Affiliate Societies relying primarily on donations to fund animal protection, care and rehabilitation; government and industry advocacy; and public education. The Ontario SPCA Act mandates the Society to enforce animal cruelty laws and provides Society investigators with police powers to do so – making the Ontario SPCA unique among animal welfare organizations in the province. The Ontario SPCA is a member of the Canadian Federation of Humane Societies, the World Society for the Protection of Animals, and is affiliated with the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. www.ontariospca.ca
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